Citrix? They’re the remote access guys,
right? They make that...what isit? Meta-
something...oh, yeah—MetaFrame. That'sit!
It's all about server-based computing. Except
that if you take atrip to www.citrix.com these
days, you'll seealot of stuff about
application access, but you' ve really got to
dig to find any references to MetaFrame.
Click on “Products by Name” and you get a
list that’ s fourteen items long, but no
MetaFrame. What the heck happened to
Citrix while we weren’'t looking?

WEell, quite a bit, actually. And over the
next few issues, we're going to try to bring
you up to speed with a new feature we're
calling “The Citrix Corner” (which won't
always be on the front page, but is guaranteed
to always be interesting or we'll gladly refund
your Moose Views subscription feg).

Wefeel uniquely qualified to hold forth on
this subject, because the Moose has been
working with Citrix ever since that day back
in nineteen-ninety-something when we called
Novell to get support on their remote access
server product only to be told that it had been
acquired by this company in Floridawith a
funny name and we'd haveto call them
instead. For you young whippersnappers, this
was back when Windows NT was no more
than agleam in Bill’s eye, and “file server”
meant “Novell Netware.”

We' ve watched the product line evolve,
from the days of OS2 (WinView), through
NT v3.51 (WinFrame), NT v4.0 (the debut of
MetaFrame), and up to the present day (a
diversified product line, but with an
underlying theme that we think makes alot of
sense). We' ve watched the company grow

from the days when it looked like their
relationship with Microsoft might blow up
entirely to today, when they’re likely to break
through the $1 Billion revenue mark this
year, their engineers are working hand-in-
glove with Microsoft, and they’ ve won
Microsoft's Globa 1SV Gold Partner of the
Y ear award two out of the last four years.

About ayear ago, in Las Vegas at the Citrix
iForum 2005 Conference, Mark Templeton,
Citrix’s President and CEO, announced that
Citrix had taken a step back, and talked to a
lot of their customers about what kinds of
applications were being deployed, and what
the best way was to deploy them. They
concluded that there were three broad
categories of applications being deployed—
Client/Server Apps, Web Apps, and (always
to be with us) Desktop Apps—and that the
answer to the “What' s best?’ question was
different for each of them. Once you
understand this vision, many of the
acquisitions Citrix has made over the last
couple of years make alot more sense.

Citrix believesthat the best way to deploy
Client/Server applicationsisto virtuaize the
deployment via a Citrix Presentation Server
(the latest incarnation of what we once knew
as MetaFrame). Thisinsuresthat, regardless
of where the ultimate end user may be, the
client piece of the application isrunning on a
powerful machine that is connected to the
same high-speed backbone as the server piece
of the application (typically a database
server). However, thisis not necessarily the
best way to deploy Web applications, nor the
best way to deploy things like office
productivity applications (e.g., the MS Office
Suite) ...Continued on Page 2



that people typically want to run locally—particularly today
when the percentage of notebooks and tablets compared to
desktop PCsis on the rise and people need to be able to
access those office productivity applications when they're
disconnected from the network.

Citrix concluded that the best way to deploy Web
applications is to optimize them through caching,
compression, and SSL acceleration. This approach generally
will improve application performance for the end user while
reducing the number of Web servers required to serve up the
application, and without throwing more and more bandwidth
at the problem. Hence Citrix’s acquisition of NetScaler, one
of the market leadersin Web application delivery, and whose
products are used in some of the largest Web sitesin the
world.

And for those desktop applications that will always be with
us, Citrix concluded that the best way to deploy themisto
stream them to the desktop from a central management point.
This allows the applications to be installed, and to run, on the
local machine, but still avoids the need to physically touch
each of those machines every time an application must be
installed or upgraded. It also has the advantage of being self-
healing, i.e., if auser inadvertently (or even intentionally)
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deletes a key file, the system will simply push it down to the
workstation again the next time it's needed. We're expecting
this technology, known as Project “Tarpon,” and which
appears to have been evolved from the Application Isolation
technology that was first introduced in Citrix Presentation
Serve v4, to hit the streets within the next few months.
(Disclaimer: thisisstrictly my personal opinion, and has no
basisin any proprietary or inside information from Citrix.)

Add afew more acquisitions to fill in around the edges, like
an application firewall to protect those Web application
servers (the Teros, Inc., acquisition) and a solution for
monitoring and measuring end-user application performance
(the Reflectent Software acquisition), and you have today’s
robust Citrix product line.

Over the next several issues, The Citrix Corner will
expound on today’ s Citrix product line in (hopefully) simple,
easy to understand terms. In the meantime, for the full Citrix
press release on Mark Templeton’s iForum 2005
announcement, see http://www.citrix.com/English/NE/news/
news.asp?newsl D=22349. (Unfortunately, you can’t see the
video of the presentation anymore, as the http://
www.citrixiforum.com Web site is now focused on the
upcoming i Forum 2006 to be held next month in Florida.)
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“ A computer once beat me |
at chess, butitwasno
match for me at kick
boxing.” - Emo Phillips
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