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A Warning To 
Anyone Who’s 

Downloaded Free 
Software!�
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Beware of “Fun” Web Surveys! 
Tell me 10 things about your favorite pet or answer these 20 questions to discover your per-
sonality type. You might think this kind of e-mail or web form is a fun way to learn about 
yourself or communicate with friends, but beware! Spammers and hackers often use these 
forms to solicit personal information, steal your e-mail address, and spread viruses.   

Part of the problem is that people forward these surveys including their friends’ e-mail ad-
dresses in the text of the email. This allows hackers and spammers to steal your e-mail ad-
dress and the e-mail addresses of your friends to spread viruses or simply annoy you with 
endless spam. Best bet: Don't fill out surveys on a web site or an e-mail unless it’s with a 
reputable company for a legitimate reason and never forward them to others.  
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